PROPRIETY OF FUNDS

TASK:  Determine legality of purchasing mementoes.
OBJECTIVE:  Determine if the memento being requested is legal for purchase, type of funds and proper data elements to be used.

SITUATION:  The Wing Commander (a two star general) has stopped by your office to tell you he wants to buy commemorative coins in the amount of $2,500.00, fireworks in the amount of $35,000, and engraved invitations for $1,500.00 for his upcoming Change of Command Ceremony.  The commander advises you that he is coming to the end of his tour of duty in 30 days, and he wants to give all members of his command a coin to commemorate this assignment.  He wants the coins engraved with the unit insignia, his name, and the dates of his tour.  He wants to give the coins out during a 30 minute fireworks display the night before the actual change of command.  Finally, he wants to send invitations to VIP’s and all members of his command. The Commander is extremely insistent that he has these items for his Change of Command ceremony and wants you to handle the paperwork.

ACTIONS:  Identify that the use of APF is prohibited for the coins and fireworks.  According to AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.29.2, coins may only be produced to recognize mission accomplishment and may not be personalized with the presenter’s name.  Per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.28.2.2, fireworks are considered entertainment and are not authorized with APF.  Per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.27.2, APF may be used to purchase the invitations for the Change of Command Ceremony

REGULATION REFERENCES:  

1.  APF is not authorized for coins per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.29.2. which states Air Force activities may use appropriated funds to purchase special trophies and awards authorized by those AFI 36-XXXX series instructions which pertain to mission accomplishment… Included are trophies, plaques, emblems, certificates, organizational coins, and similar items that are designed for display purposes.  For organizational coins, do not personalize them by stamping the presenter’s name on the coin and the presenter’s name is not to be added after the coin is cast.

2. Identify APF is not authorized for fireworks per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4,28.2.2 which states that Appropriated funds may not be used for Fireworks displays because they constitute “entertainment”.  While a fireworks display may be useful in establishing good relations with the surrounding community, it is not a  “necessary expense”.

3.  Identify APF is authorized for the purchasing and mailing of invitations to the Change of Command ceremony per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, para 4.27.2 which states that the Comptroller General extended the rationale of the Ground Breaking ceremony to Change of Command ceremonies, thereby allowing the cost of printing the invitations, since the invitations are not inherently personal in nature. Advise the IMPAC holder that they may use their card to purchase these invitations since GSA cannot support the requirement.

PROPS:  NONE

