PROPRIETY OF FUNDS

TASK:  Determine legality of purchasing mementoes.
OBJECTIVE:  Determine if the memento being requested is legal for purchase, type of funds and proper data elements to be used.

SITUATION:  The commander is hosting a conference for other SOUTHCOM commanders.  He wants to use appropriated funds (APF) to purchase voice translators as a memento of the conference for each attendee.  He wants to know how we can make this happen even if it means including it in the registration fee.

ACTIONS:  Correctly identify that use of APF is prohibited.  According to AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.29.3.1, items having intrinsic value, such as TVs, radios, cameras, briefcases, etc., fall into the category of merchandise.  The Comptroller General considers them to be personal gifts.  Per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.42.2.3, the official who approves the conference, workshop, training, etc., in which a registration fee is charged, is responsible for ensuring that no unauthorized charges are included in the fee.  Suggest the commander levy a "hospitality" fee to cover the translators, but advise him the fee cannot be reimbursed from APF and is paid on a voluntary basis.  Do not authorize such a fee in travel orders.

REGULATION REFERENCES:  

1.  Identify APF is not authorized for the voice translators per  AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.29.3.1. which states the Comptroller  General's definition of personal gifts are items of a utilitarian nature, having intrinsic value, such as voice translators.

2.  Suggest this memento be included in the voluntary, non- reimbursable "hospitality" fee per AFI 65-601, Vol 1, 4.42.2.4.

PROPS:  NONE

